!

’ Duport Circle area.of the citys

B
P

.+ women- from. the District.of Columbia.
- kow he and his wife, married only. four--

: davs earlier by an agent of the’ Chilean?
..secret police, an American’ expatnate by
the name of Michael Vernion Townley:<;’
. Townley was arrested and turned over | ¢
10 US authorities in Chile last April after
_photos of him appeared- in’ 2 Santiago
. newspaper. In"Washington,. he:: quickly—?
- coniessed to carrying out the plot:with a]
. team of ng,ht-wmgiluban exile terrorists

-bans 1o kill Leteher on the mommg of

. Sept. 20 SIS ' .
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‘Threats to the judge and
“prosecutor.- and reports
: of terrifiad. prosecution-

witnesses — all leading
zgents call unprecedented se-

o what FBI

eurity precau:ions — are marking prepa-
- - rauions for a trial opening here Tuesday of
«four men {for the murder of Chilean exxle
-lzzder Orlando Letelier. w3

"v‘

ke presecution is expected to present.
.0 witzesses who will unravel the back-

- ground and planning for the murder plot,

which is said to have originatad within

- me inner cireles of the Chxlean military:

government headed by Gen. Augusto
"Pinccher, - - - :
The l22d-off wntness is expected fo be

Mickaal .,Io:fltt, 27, a colleague of Lete i

lizr's at the Institute ior'Policy Studies,
who was riding in Letelier’s ¢ar on Sept. 1

ASHINGTON, D.C. — |

21..1375, when a bomb attached. to its un- -

dercarriage exploded taking the life of ;

Aloffitd's’ wue Ronme as well as Lete :

Tier's e

»_., - ',>

Mottint vnll tell the]ury of 12 men and

ixGoths, borrowed Letelier's ¢ar the night?
before the assassination hecause them
own was not working. They picked up.
Le*eher on the morning of Sept. 21 at his.,
bo e in suburban Bethesda, Md,, and baw;
gan the 2:minute drive to tragedy in_ the S

- According o FBL' agents- ivestigating
the case, the powerful plastique charge-
Bad been attacked to the Letelier.car two:

he had recruited, and’ ‘entered” a- gmlty
plea‘in exchange for a reduced sentence.. ]

- Investigative.sources say that Town-
ley has told them hé had directed the Cu<

r.'

[ BOSTO\I SU’\IDA'X GLOBE
"7 January 1979

. to pick up Letelier’s car frorm their sta:
“ out point, the parking lot of a Roy Rogers
- sandwich shop in Bethesda that moming.

Instead, the Cubans reportedly fa

Approved For Release 2009/02/04 : CIA-RDP91B00134R000400130028-6

The next day, however, they caugnt up io
i Letelier .as “he and.'the Mointts drove
.- througn the fashionable Embassy -Row
_section.of Washington. The bomb was set
off by remote control radio. -t <

3+ 4T heard. the sound of water. dripping |’

" onahot wite,” Moffitt recalled, “and then

. saw a flash” The powerful. explosmn
npped up from uader Letelier's seat, in-
2 stantly killing him. A sliver of meta} pi-
.~erced. Ronni Moffitt’s throat fatally
wou'\dmﬂ her.

...... Twentv months later af'er an exhaus—
" tive investigation ranging across four
" continents and involving the cooperation

of at least five agencies of the US govern- -
ment, eight persona were 1nd1cted in the :

murders

« Chief amona them was Manuel Con—
treras, head of Chile’s secret police
_(DINA) at the fime of the murders, and
two other senior secret police officers. So

far, Chilean authorities have refused to | .

hand them over to stand trial here. -
 Three of the Cubans indicted in theal-
leged plot, members. of the militantly
- anticommunist, New Jersey-based Cuban.
Nationalist \Iovenent have been arrest-,
ed and will stand trial. Two more Cubans.
have been indicted but remain at large. . _.
- Government testimony in the first
stages of the trial will 'attempt to map out:
theorgins of the murder plot in Santiage -
.in the summer of 1976,:the assignment of -

- the mission tg  Townley, the recruitment}

~Jof the. Cubans, ‘and 'the. surveillance of]
" Letelier’s movements “around Washington
. by additional agents oi the Chilean secret
-police.

pend on Michael Townley, the son of- al
<Ford Motor - Company exective; whe
- lived in Chile for most of his 35 years.
- “During the tenure of the socialist Allende
‘government fror 1970~ 1073, Townley
participated in underground terrorist ac-

COEr _' -',-.

e c'r"les in Miami duning a sauie s 4

there 'in 1973, he was selecteq foc the

" Letelier murder mission. The Cunan:.
* were recruited, according to Townlay andi _

c.thet po\.ennal wxmsse:. wuh offers of

. an exchange for Chxlean aid for. t‘zeu'%

= Much of the govemment’s casewilld t.e-

|
\.

tivities' with an extrerne right-wing a.nna;

Allende: orﬂamzalmn c._lled “Fa'heﬂand
and beetty M

Ay et A2 wning

¥

Eas

‘campaign against Fidel Castro.

Altnou,:x most. Cuban exile grougs:| -

'have entersd into a new era of friendli-
ness with Castro over the recent reIeasen

“" of political prisoners, some groups have{

maintained a_ hostile stance: In Miami}
recently, the airwaves have been filled |
with appeals for defense funds for the Cu-]
“hans indictad in the Letelier case. :

For the past few months, the Cubans’

© defense team hassought to pry loose anyf -

evidence of CIA complicity in the Letelier
case, apparenily hoping to force the gov-
érnment o retreat from its cha.rges onna-

" “tional security grounds.
So far, CIA affidavits have revealed

only that the CIA had contact witk Town- B

ley on at least three accasions, and at on
point, expressed an mr.erest in. recnutm

him as an agent. .
. On Nov. 2:;. 1870, Townley caned u

'the CIA's?] Miami flezd offlce “to offer
: ‘services to the avency. one a:hda
States.. <N
- ‘The Loﬂowmc February ptehmm \
_secunty anproval" was granted “to
-Mr. Townley in-an ogerational capac1 ¥
-but aceording to another affidavit, s
sequent efforts to re-establish contacts
in 1971 were unsuccessful, and on Dee.
1371, the Office of Security. was inforr
there was no longer any operanonal inte
_est in Mr. Townley.” - -

In June 1973, Town]ey agam called the

"Miami CIA office “to notify agency of b
presence in the US in the event it desir
"to debrief him_He claimed while in Chj

CLA -the affidavit states. -,
‘ ‘telephoned the overt agency represen|
tive in Miami. He was tald that tke age
cy had no guestionsfor him, but would

‘he had med msuccmfuﬂy to contaﬂ

“On 18 Juge 1973, Mr. Townley agam:
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